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Ideal weed characteristics (after Baker, 1974):

1.Germination requirements fulfilled in a broad range of habitats

2.Discontinuous germination (internally controlled) and great longevity of 

seeds

3.Rapid growth through vegetative phase to flowering

4.Continuous seed production for as long as growing conditions permit

5.Self-compatible but not completely autogamous or apomictic

6.When cross-pollinated, unspecialized visitors or wind-pollinated 

7.Very high seed output under favourable environmental circumstances

8.Produces some seed in wide range of environmental conditions; 

tolerant and plastic

9.Adaptations for short- and long-distance dispersal

10.If a perennial, vigorous vegetative reproduction or regeneration from 

fragments

11.If a perennial, brittleness, so not easily drawn from ground

12.Ability to compete interspecifically by special means (rosette, choking 

growth, allelochemics
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