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Niklaus Ammann These authors show that it is important when testing European corn borer
University of Berne, Switzerland (Ostrinia nubilalis) larvae for Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) resistance, to check for

PLANT BIOLOGY infections that could considerably lower the overall fitness of the tested

@ New Finding animals. Genes for crystal protein endotoxin (Cry1lAb) from Bt are often included as
pest resistance traits in corn. These authors show that a diet high in Cry1Ab slows the
development of Ostrinia nubilalis larvae, but that this reduction is exacerbated when
larvae are also infected by a microsporidian such as Nosema (an ubiquitous
entomopathogen).
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