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Aflatoxin, which is produced by the fungus Aspergillus flavus, is known to
accumulate in maize in response to high temperatures, water stress, and insect
damage. Aflatoxin content with its cancerogeneous effect, will in future be a
major factor in the safety and health evaluation of maize: data up to now show
a clear advantage against aflatoxin accumulation for maize containing the Bt
transgene, but these authors now show an additional improvement with later
planting date. The authors measured levels of aflatoxin contamination in tropical and
non-tropical Bt and non-Bt strains of maize and present evidence suggesting that toxin
accumulation is decreased when planting date is later. They also confirm that transgenic
Bt maize accumulates less toxin than non-Bt strains, perhaps owing to reduced insect
damage, but that the reduction is greater in non-tropical, vs. tropical strains. For the

abtract of this paper, please see http://agron.scijournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/97/2/440
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